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coeternal and uncreated. I have no a priori objection
or prejudice whatever against such a view if there were
sufficient grounds for postulating it. But I do not think
that our argument necessitates any such consequence. In
the first place Pluralism fails to account for the unity of
the world, not merely for the experienced uniformity of
nature (which is a postulate of Science but no necessity
of thought) but for the mere fact of the likeness
between different minds, the fact that we all think
in the same categories, etc. This might, indeed, be
regarded as an ultimate fact which cannot be
accounted for, but it tends to make the unity of the
world not only hard to account for but hard to understand.
In the second place, our souls in all their experiences are
dependent upon modifications of a bodily organism which
from our point of view must be regarded as due to the
thought and will of God : the dependence upon God of
the bodily organism carries with it the dependence upon
Him also of the spirits to which such bodies are organic.
To suppose the souls independent of God would involve
(as it seems to me) either the monstrous idea of a purely
casual coincidence between the retreating brow and the
limited intelligence or a no less appalling and arbitrary
scheme of pre-established harmony. And thirdly, the
whole contrast between the known limits of human
knowledge and the inferred Omniscience of God prepares
us by analogy for a corresponding contrast between an
eternal or unoriginated mind and minds which are
originated and dependent. The mind whose knowledge
is partial and progressive may well have a beginning.
Experience gives us no evidence for pre-existence, and we
are not justified in going beyond experience except in so
far as is necessary to explain experience. Moreover, pre-
existence is a hypothesis which presupposes the waters of
Lethe or some similar Mythology.1 I infer, then, that the
human mind, like all minds, is derived from the one
supreme Mind. As attempts to express this relation, 1

1 I do not mean that such a conception is impossible or absurd, but that it is
gratuitous.